CHOICES IN COMMUNITY LIVING

Assisting people with developmental disabilities
to have access to build safe, healthy and
meaningful lives in the community since 1985.
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Remembering Ron

Had Choices ever wanted to pick
one example of the importance
of independence to individuals
with developmental disabilities,
Ron Blue would have been at
the top of the list. He was fierce
and determined in his quest for
independence. Ron lived with his
housemates Chris Whittington
and Duane Grimm in our
Yorkshire home (Clark County)
for eight years prior to his death in February. He was 68
years old.

Prior to living in Clark County, Ron had made his home in
Ashland County, where he owned his own home, worked
for many years as a custodian for Archway Cookies, was

a member of the Park Street Brethren Church, where he
enjoyed singing in a Youth Choir. He continued his love
of singing when he moved, singing with the TAC Choir

in Springfield (Clark County Board of Developmental
Disabilities.) He formed many lasting friendships over
the years while attending Choices Adult Day Services in
Clark County.

His independent streak led to a love of travel, with one
highlight being the six months he lived in Africa with his
family. His travels took him across the country attending
vintage car shows, with no car anywhere ever able to
compare to his very own 1955 Gold Chevy Bel-Air that he
maintained for more than 40 years. He also collected train
sets, enjoyed playing basketball, and working on puzzles.

Survived by his mother, sister, and nieces, he is
remembered by his extended Choices family for his
infectious sense of humor, his exuberant love of life, and
that fierce and determined streak of independence.

Save the date and join us for
Choices 40th anniversary celebration on
October 15 at the Mandalay Banquet Center.

Clinton Brown ...
celebrating a life of service

Our Board, staff, and clients
join a grateful community in
celebrating the life and service
of Clinton Brown. At the time of
his death at age 75 in February,
he was serving as a member

of our Choices’ Board of
Trustees, where he had served
in numerous capacities over a
distinguished and dedicated time with us, including as chair
of the Board. “Clinton Brown was a remarkable individual,”
shares current Board of Trustees Chair Deborah Dulaney.

“I first met Clinton when I joined the Board in 2017. I
succeeded him as Board Chair. I was impressed with his
commitment to Choices’ mission. He provided excellent
leadership to our management team.”

Choices was one among so many organizations that
benefitted from Clinton’s passion for community service.
He served as president of the Dayton Urban League, was a
member of the Board of Trustees of his Canaan Missionary
Baptist Church, Dayton Children’s Hospital, Dayton
Contemporary Dance Company, Goodwill Easter Seals, and
many others. The recipient of numerous awards recognizing
his service, he was a devoted family man, entrepreneur, and
community leader who still found time to be an avid golfer.
He ran his first half-marathon at age 70, determined to meet
one of the challenges he set for himself.

Following his retirement as an executive with General
Motors, he and his business partner formed Alliance
Engineering, LLC, where he served as President and CEO.
His more than a decade of volunteer service as a member

of Choices’ policy-making Board was spurred on by his
commitment to assuring that clients received excellent care
and service. “It was an honor to work with Clinton over the
years,” continues Deborah. “His service to the community in
various capacities spoke to his willingness to give back and
be a role model for others, especially me.”

40th anniversary
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A legacy 40 years in the making

by Trent Grooms, Chief Executive Officer

It is said that the characteristics of a ruby include courage,
energy, empowerment, passion, leadership, and fearlessness
in following a path. How fitting then that the ruby is the
stone associated with 40th anniversary celebrations. As we
move into our 40th year, it is a time of reflecting on a legacy
that embodies each of those ruby characteristics. As we did
in those very first months as a fledgling organization, our
focus today remains steady; still focusing on how we can
improve our service delivery, program quality, and operational
effectiveness. Like those who were on the frontline in the
beginning to define our mission and core values, our team
today of Direct Support Professionals, Administrators,
Managers and Directors continue their legacy, in partnership
with our Board, families, donors, and community.

We reflect on those whose legacies live on in our work, those
pioneers from the past who made us who we are today, even
some current pioneers who gave so much to make us who
we will be tomorrow and into the future. There are those
like Clinton Brown, he a cherished member of our Board of
Trustees for more than ten years, supporting us up until his
death this year. He brought not only wisdom and experience
to us, but kindness, humor, leadership, and a deep
commitment centered on our mission and values. His impact
and his legacy on us as an organization and on us personally
as we stood beside him cannot be overstated. Those who
came before him would have told him job well done, those
mothers and fathers, professionals, and advocates to whom
we all owe so much. We know who they were. We celebrate
who they were. We are filled with gratitude because of who
they were and what they did. We dare not mention one lest
we neglect mentioning another, but they are with us still.
And isn’t that what anniversaries are all about? It certainly is
what our anniversary is all about ... saying thank you to those
whose passion, energy, leadership, and fearlessness brought
us here.

We will formally celebrate our 40th anniversary, our Ruby
anniversary, on October 15. We will be reaching out to you,
to your families, to organizations who have been with us on
this journey to integration, inclusion, and independence,
inviting you to join our celebration as we reflect on the
difficult times and the many successes over 40 years that will
sustain us and empower us as we shape the future together.
May our legacy be this ... that sometime in the future — maybe
another 40 years — there will be those who look back and
remember, as we are now looking back and remembering -
and they will say this of our legacy ... that together we were
courageous, passionate, that we followed our path fearlessly,
that we empowered those we served, those who served,
those who gave, those who, in community, were a part of
furthering the goal and the dream of integration, inclusion
and independence.

May we continue this meaningful journey, rooted in
common purpose, and carried forward by our shared
dedication.
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Looking back at 1985

Choices In Community Living began providing
residential services in three homes in Montgomery
County (Heatherton, Olive Road, and Sheehan)

in 1985 as a result of state-mandated spin-off of
residential services from what was then county boards
of mental retardation and developmental disabilities.

With continuity and consistency of services a core
value from the beginning, it is a significant honor that
on our 40th anniversary we celebrate those individuals
who were with us when we began providing services
and who are with us now as senior members of our
extended Choices family, including Tom Barnes;
Donald (Sam) Klapheke; Howard Mathews; Elia
Nweiser; Tim Quarmily; and Sharon Thompson.

Looking back at a younger Tim Quarmily and Sharon
Thompson, two of our first individuals to become
part of the extended Choices family when we began
residential services in 1985.

Welcome to the Board

We are honored to announce the appointment

of Shirley Fahneshock and Greg Wasmund to our
governing Board of Trustees, all of whom serve in a
volunteer capacity. Shirley was appointed to our Board
in the Fall of 2024. With her life and her interests
centering on family, she is pleased to be representing
the needs and interests of families as a member of our
Board. She is the mother of three sons, including David
Hines. David is a participant in our Adult Day Services
(Day Hab) in Springfield in Clark County.

Retired from 27 years with the U.S. Postal Service,
Shirley is matriarch to four generations, which includes
seven grandsons, two great-grandsons and one great-
granddaughter. She enjoys cooking for her large
extended family, going fishing, and taking a yearly
cruise. “Choices is a wonderful agency,” she says about
her experience as a Board member and as a mother,
“David loves his Day Hab and the people are great!”

Greg is an active community volunteer, with an
interest in serving individuals with developmental
disabilities. He currently serves as the director
and coach with South Dayton TOPSoccer. He also
volunteers with Journey League Basketball and
Special Elks Track.
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It was all about
that Bunny

Of all the bunnies out and
about at all the egg hunts and
festivities, none reached the
height of our 6 ft. 7-inch bunny
dressed in the finest of Spring
splendor when he stopped

by our Martin Center on April
18 for our first annual Easter
Egg Hunt. Our bunny posed
for many photos during his
time with us, including this
one of him with John Grove
(seated) and Andrew Bilotta. More than 80 happy participants enjoyed
the bake sale, raffle baskets, egg hunt, dancing to DJ music and more. Our
happy event was coordinated by our creative and energetic Recognition
Committee.

Our Giving Space

Thank you to Kamarr Gage and Trudy Febraro for their recent gifts,
as well as Paul and Judy Leasure for their 40" anniversary individual
sponsorship for our formal celebration on October 15.

The Ohio Department of Transportation awarded Choices funding
for two new vans for Non-Medical Transportation, assuring that
participants in our community-based Fun-Fit programs, Choices
Champions, community experiences and outings have safe and
accessible door-to-door transportation, along with transportation to
and from community jobs.

No need to fear ... it is just our Boo Bucks coming this October,
our 2025 Fall ‘fun’raiser, with proceeds to support the needs of those
we serve when no other funds are available — only 500 tickets sold —
winner to be drawn on Friday, October 31. Reserve your tickets now
or order on our secure website by October 28.

Giving Tuesday 2025 will be December 2. Choices In Community
Living is one of the nonprofit organizations from across the globe
participating in this one day online fundraising effort.

For more information about our 40th anniversary events, sponsorships,
Boo Bucks, Giving Tuesday, and/or to make a tax-deductible gift in
support of individuals served by Choices In Community Living, please
contact Kara Mortimore at 937-898-2220 or at kmortimore@cicloh.com.

Checks may be made payable to Choices In Community Living, 1651
Needmore Road, Dayton, 45414 or gifts can be made on the Giving tab
on our secure website at wwuw.ciclobh.com.
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Special occasions
provide opportuni-
ties for creativity and
good times in our
Martin Center and
on our spacious 26
acres surrounding
the Center. Choices
Champions par-
ticipant Kelly Barry
stayed warm inside
in February as she
and others put their
artistic design skills to work to make
handmade Valentine’s Day cards.

Lorene Matthews has
joined the Choices
administrative

team as Human
Resources Director.
She brings her skills
and knowledge

from more than 20
years of extensive
experience in

talent management,
organizational
development, and employee management.

As our HR Director, she is leading a dynamic
team dedicated to fostering a positive
workplace culture that aligns HR strategies
with business objectives. With a passion

for diversity, equity, and inclusion, she is
focusing on enhancing employee satisfaction
and retention. Lorene holds degrees

in Human Resource Management and
Organizational Management.

Away from her commitment to her work,
she enjoys journaling, dancing, singing,
watching action-packed movies, mentoring
up-and-coming dancers, and spending time
with her family.

The wearing of the orange ... our Program
Managers for Clark and Madison counties
joined an agency-wide celebration of March as
national Developmental Disabilities Awareness
Month by wearing their orange ribbons, the
color for 2025 Awareness Month activities.
Pictured are (/-r) Diane Hayslip; Le ‘Asia Castle;
Paula Smith; Megan Ackley; Portia Smith; and
Roxann Zinkhon.
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It was a very good year for our ladies at our
Gardenside home, with a much needed
renovation of their kitchen, including

new flooring, appliances and cabinets.
Renovations were funded by a generous grant
from the Virginia W. Kettering Foundation,
along with designated gifts from Johnella
Bell, Ronald Bush, and John Guhde. Proceeds
from our 2024 Jingle Bucks and Giving
Tuesday also supported the renovation.

Pictured with their sign of gratitude are:
(I-r) Patricia White; Catina Williams; Teressa
Bohannon; and Direct Support Professional
Angelique Washington.

The Gardenside kitchen renovation was one
of our 2024 funding priorities, along with
the installation of a generator at our Martin
Center, which was supported by grants from
the Mathile Family Foundation, Dayton
Foundation Discretionary Fund, a generous
gift from Janet Peasant, and proceeds from
Jingle Bucks and Giving Tuesday.

2024 Board of Trustees

T
Deborah

Dulaney, Chair,
Board of Trustees

Clinton Brown
Larry Hansgen
Steve McHugh
Doug Stanley
Alex Wertheimer
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Choices In Community Living is
governed by a Board of Trustees who
serve in a volunteer capacity and
represent clients, families, organizations,
businesses and the community.

Deborah Dulaney, Chair
Myron Rheaume, Vice-Chair Emeritus
Sharon Hairston, Treasurer

2024 Community Report

Choices provides a continuum of lifelong services
for adults with developmental disabilities from 21
years of age to senior citizens. Joe Holland, who
lives in our Holland program in Madison County,
is the oldest individual we serve at 86 years old. e
He has been a part of our Choices extended family i 4
for 19 years.

71 Department of
<Z9 Y Developmental
v’ Disabilities

Promoting inclusion, integration, and independence

Our Mission: Assisting people with developmental disabilities to have
access to build safe, bealthy, and meaningful lives in the community.

Choices In Community Living (CICL) is a 501(c) )3) nonprofit
organization that was founded in 1985 as a result of the spin-

off of residential services by the Montgomery County Board of
Developmental Disabilities, with services initially focused on providing
community-based homes. Services and programs are licensed and
certified by the Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities, in
conjunction with county boards of developmental disabilities. We are
an active member of the Ohio Providers Resource Association (OPRA.)

Our primary funding source is Medicaid (88%,) with additional support
from state and local revenue, including the Montgomery County
Human Services Levy (2%.) Gifts and proceeds from individuals and
fundraising activities like Giving Tuesday, Jingle Bucks, and more
support quality of life needs for individuals when there are no other
funding sources, including clothing, home furnishings, eyeglasses,
hearing aids, medical equipment, leisure, recreation, vacations,
community events, such as wrestling, holidays and birthdays. Gifts to
Choices In Community Living, including planned gifts through wills,
trusts and other estate planning, are tax-deductible.

Continuity and consistency of

service are two of our highest values
as a value-based, person-centered
organization. No one represented
those values over the years more

than Director Danette Addison. She
officially retired in 2024 after 38 years
of professional service and personal
commitment. While ‘officially’ retired,
she continues to work on a part-time
basis, assuring critical continuity and
consistency that only someone with
her organizational experience and
knowledge can provide.
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2024
Financial
Review

Investments, $391,146, 2%
Fees: Counties, Donations, $28,645,0% ‘ P

$338,948,2% —
Fees: State of Ohio, Day Hab, 1y
$597,149,3%

Fees: State of Ohio, ~
Transportation,
$689,417,4%

Heroes work here

Choices is an active
i member of the Ohio
Alliance of Direct
Support Professionals
(OADSP) in their mission of ongoing
professional training, certification and
leadership development.

Total Staffing: 272

Staffing by Position:

Direct Support

Professionals.............. 187

Coordinators................. 5

Directors...................... 11

Drivers.....cccccooeveeveeeeenn. 4

Maintenance.................. 3 Trent Grooms

Managers ..................... 40 has served as
Chief Executive

Office Administration..22 -
Officer since

2021, following
his tenure as
Human Resources
Director.

Our Choices family

Our homes and services

CY2024 Revenue $17,238,330

Other Revenue, $113,241, 1%

Fees: Client Resources
$1,649,268,10%

CY2024 Expenses $15,906,034

Administrative and
General Expenses, __
$2,194,906 ,14%

Program
_ Supplies,Transportation
T $1,969,756 ,12%

Facilities, $337,499 ,2%

General Service Costs,
$316,092, 2%

Habilitation Staff,
$11,087,781 , 70%

Oriel Head

Aisha Jones Michelle Ortel
2024 Manager 2024 Direct 2024 Behind the
of the Year Support Scenes Award
(Manager of Professional (Billing Specialist,
Taywood and of the Year Administration)
Vineyard homes) (Selma home)

Group Living (residential services — providing around-

the-clock care and support every day of the year in a

family environment by teams of dedicated direct support

professionals) 167 individuals served in the following homes:
Clark County (3) Montgomery County (26)
Madison County (1) Preble County (1)

Semi-Independent Living (SIL residential services

— supporting individuals living in their own homes/
apartments, with staff support as needed) 21 individuals
served in the following homes:

Clark County (3) Montgomery County (16)

Shared Living (residential services - offering individuals and
Sfamilies the opportunity to open their homes to individuals
with developmental disabilities) 5 individuals served:

Clark County (1) Montgomery County (4)

Non-Medical Transportation NMT — for Adult Day Services
— (Choices Champions/Fun-Fit, as well as door-to-door
transportation to and from jobs in the community) 134
individuals served in Non-Medical and Adult Day Services
Clark County (8) Warren (7)
Montgomery (119)

Transportation (residential) 167 individuals
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Adult Day Services (Day Hab — providing a range of
choices for recreation, leisure, bealth and fitness fostering
inclusion and integration, including Choices Champions,
Fun-Fit, and Summer Camp) 233 individuals served

Clark County (14) Fun-Fit (82)
Montgomery County (90) Summer Camp (40)
Warren County (7)

Adult Day Services in 2024 were provided at:
Countryside YMCA (Warren County)
Englewood YMCA (Montgomery County)
Hillside Church of God (Clark County)
Huber Heights YMCA (Montgomery County)
Martin Center (Choices Champions — Montgomery County)
West Carrollton YMCA (Montgomery County)
Vandalia Recreation Center (Montgomery County)

Remote Monitoring/Enabling Technology (supporting
independence by providing remote monitoring for
individuals while in their homes and while participating
in community activities to ensure safety, well-being,
and privacy while providing around-the-clock access to
immediate care and support as needed as an alternative to
on-site staff) 24 individuals served
Clark County (1) Montgomery (23)

Choices 2024 Community Report
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Judy Leasure, Editor

Cﬁoices'

‘Doices

No one appreciates what our Spring ‘fun’raiser means than
Donald Barnes (c). One of the recipients of funds from our 2024
Jingle Bucks drawing, Donald was able to take a trip to Texas for
a family reunion, something he would not have been able to do
without those who support our ‘fun’raising efforts. Donald drew
the lucky ticket for our April Bunny Bucks, accompanied by his
Broadbush home housemates (/-r) Kirk Ford, Ryan Dames, and
Maurice Hollingsworth. Choices CEO Trent Grooms joined them
in the drawing.
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Choices Champions participant John
Grove (seated) donned his favorite hat
to congratulate our 2025 Bunny Bucks
winner Steve Hansman of Dayton.
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